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Annual report on health-related classification activities in the Netherlands

Since February 1998, the National Institute of Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) is hosting the WHO Collaborating Centre for the ICIDH at its Department of Public Health Status and Forecasts. 

The Centre acts as a clearing house for ICD and ICIDH in Dutch, and their applications for general practitioners, medical specialities, allied health professions, nurses, researchers, etc. 

By participating in WHO activities, the Centre is able to keep Dutch users of these international classifications up to date. 

The classification activities in 2000 are (were) aimed at

1. the dissemination of the Beta-2 draft of the ICIDH-2 and its field trials in the Netherlands and the Dutch speaking part of Belgium and the contribution to WHO revision meetings,

2. the publication on CD-ROM of the translated ICD-10, version 1999, the implementation of ICD-10 in the Netherlands and the participation in the HoC-meeting, and the meetings of the Links with other Classifications Committee

3. the updating of the existing Surgical Procedures Classification in the Netherlands.

Beta-2 draft of ICIDH-2 

The activities of the Centre from August 1999 to October 2000 are summarized in the forthcoming report: Comments on the ICIDH-2 Beta-2 Draft and Results of Field Trials (September 2000). 

Field Trial Study 1, Translation and Linguistic Evaluation, obviously is the most important one for non-English speaking countries. In the Netherlands the other field trial studies are either postponed till the beginning of 2000 (a rather short period for testing) or even omitted within the given WHO time frame for testing. This disadvantage in comparison with English speaking countries results in a RIVM-report that is mainly directed at study 1 and study 8 projects. The following overview of the main activities of the Centre is derived from the RIVM-report. 

Field Trial Studies

Study 1
Translation and Linguistic Evaluation

The translation was published in print as RIVM rapport 279930 004 (ISBN 90 6960 086 2) under the title: Internationale classificatie van het menselijk functioneren, Beta-2 voorstel, volledige versie, december 1999, 213 p. 

The Dutch ICIDH team has translated the full version only. The WHO-software for translation turned out to be very difficult to use. Two team members tried to use it. Main problems were that the translated text could not be printed, it was not possible to see what you had done, and codes (code numbers) differ from the original text.

The team incorporated comments on the translation from ICIDH-users in the Netherlands and Belgium, the Belgium version of the Dutch language being slightly different.

The linguistic evaluation consists of:

a. Backtranslation of the Introduction (from Dutch into English), including comments on the English version.

b. A list of those terms that are difficult to translate into Dutch, and comments on these terms.
c. An individual Centre Study 'Terminological analysis by means of the Galen method' (see also under Study 8). 

250 Copies of the translation of the Beta-2 draft were printed and more than 230 have yet been sent out on request, free of charge. The Dutch Beta-2 draft can also be downloaded or printed in PDF-format from the website of the Dutch Centre. 
Study 2
 Basic Questions

The Basic Questions were discussed at a meeting at RIVM on 18 February 2000, there were 3 discussion groups on questions 4-7. The BQ-forms have been handed out at that meeting or sent to interested persons who were not present at the meeting. Only a few forms have been sent back. An important barrier might be the language: Reading English usually is no problem in the Netherlands, but writing down the answer in a proper way is quite another thing. The collection of group reactions will probably be the more feasible alternative. Two groups (Disabled people Council and a Mental Health consensus meeting) will meet in September.

Study 3
 Cases 

The ICIDH-team translated the cases and asked the participants at the meeting on the 18th February 2000 to code them. This kind of field testing seems also not very appealing to Dutch ICIDH users. 

Study 5
 Surveys

The Dutch Centre is involved in the international DISTAB field trial.

Study 8
 Single Centre and Task Force Recommended Studies

The Dutch Centre is carrying out a single centre project which is closely related to Study 1: The terminological analysis by means of the Galen method. The Galen ICIDH project is outlined on the website of the Dutch Centre under the button Field Trials. The study will report on the logical consistency of the Beta-2 draft. 

The Dutch Centre is also involved in several other projects using the Beta-2 draft in health care: 

1) Trial use of the Beta-2 draft by nursing professionals in three university hospitals (10 subprojects have been scheduled, including an evaluation of health records, such as in Study 4).

2) Trial use of the Beta-2 draft in a national database on patients with burn injuries (including plans to extend the database to the European level).

3) Field trials by the Dutch members of the Mental Health Task Force.

4) Trial use of the Beta-2 draft in a project in a medium-size town on screening chronically ill patients and disabled persons for their need for care and assistance.

5) A number of trials (being) carried out by the Dutch National Institute for the Allied Health Professions. Four trials aim at developing specifications of the trial versions of the ICIDH-2. At least 30 other projects have aims such as development of an instrument for record keeping, for evaluation of outcomes, etc. The professions covered by these trials are: physical therapy, occupational therapy, exercise therapy, speech therapy, chiropody, dental hygiene, and dietetics.

6) Application of the Beta-2 draft for a specific list of technical aids, presented to the Dutch parliament. The list has been classified both by the ISO 9999 and by the Beta-2 draft.

The time schedules of these projects vary. The aim of these projects is twofold, not only to test the Beta-2 draft in practice, but also to explore the future scope of application of the ICIDH-2 and the specialized versions that will be needed to meet the needs of these future users. The results of these trial studies will be included in the RIVM-report mentioned above as far as they are available in September 2000 and of interest for the revision.

Clearing house activities

Newsletter

The ICIDH-newsletter 5, 6 and 7 were distributed in October 1999, February and May 2000. Two newsletters will be issued in the second half of 2000.

Article

The Dutch ICIDH-team, consisting of Johanna Halbertsma, Yvonne F. Heerkens, Willem M. Hirs, Marijke W. de Kleijn-de Vrankrijker, C. Dorine van Ravensberg and Huib ten Napel, wrote an article, Towards a new ICIDH, in: Disability and Rehabilitation, 2000; vol. 22, no.3, 144-156. This article is a commentary on the Beta-1 draft of the revised ICIDH. It has been accepted for publication in Nov. 1998 but published by the journal in 2000 at the time the Beta-2 was already issued for field trials. However, the authors felt that the relevance of most of the comments for the ICIDH-2 remained.
CD ROM

In collaboration with the Center for Standardization of Informatics in Health Care (CSIZ) and the Amsterdam University Hospital (AMC) a CD-ROM was published in April 2000 with the Dutch translations of ICD-10 and the Beta-2 draft of the ICIDH-2. 

The CD ROM, issued in 1500 copies, is free of charge for individual users. The copyrights are derived from WHO: Use and reproduction of the codes of ICD-10 and the Beta-2 draft are permitted without specific authorization of the copyright holder, provided that

· they are for non-commercial purposes only,

· the WHO and - for the Netherlands - the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports in the Netherlands is acknowledged as the source.

For permission to use or reproduce the Dutch ICD-10 and the Dutch Beta-2 draft in a product a few requirements must be fulfilled, such as the willingness to follow up the changes to the data, codes and classifications on time. A written agreement on this is especially important for the Beta-2 draft which - according to the planning - will be substituted by the definitive ICIDH-2 in 2001.

Website

The Centre's homepage has been released on the English version of the RIVM-website, http://www.rivm.nl/publichealth/whocc-icidh. There are buttons to pages on the mission of the Centre, its publications and documentation, its newsletter, the ICIDH-team, links and classifications, agenda and field trials. The main products of the Centre can directly be viewed and downloaded. 

Recently started activities

· Experts have been invited for a group discussion on environmental factors in September.

· After the preliminary reaction on the 'development options for the ICIDH-2' and the discussion in the interim meeting of 28/29 June 2000 in Geneva, the Centre send a letter, recommending to short-circuit the discussion on health and health related differentiation with the one on the family of health classifications, initiated by the Links with other Classifications Committee of the HoC. Three questions were stated in that letter:

1. Do health and health related issues have to be handled at the level of classification (its title, its 'dimensions', its qualifiers, its different applications) or at three levels altogether?

2. Do we need a definition for the general terms in a name? (the ICIDH-2 could be entitled: International Classification of Human Functioning in relation to Health, without any definition of 'human', 'functioning' and 'health', being just common language)

3. What does WHO plan to do to specify the difference in content between Activity and Participation categories?

· In a new attempt to clarify the last issue, WHO-Geneva asked for a reaction on its most recent notation "ICIDH Basic Constructs". A reaction is in preparation. 
ICD-10, version 1999

The head of the Dutch Centre have been consulted several times on the implementation of ICD-10 which is a matter of the CSIZ ( Center for Standardization of Informatics in Health Care). In several conferences the ICD-10 was part of the programme, the CD-ROM (see above) was presented to general practitioners, medical record officers, policy makers, informaticians in health care, and researchers. It is clear, however,  that ICD-10 will not be implemented in the Netherlands without specific incentives, such as its application for some kind of reimbursement, or a specific selection, extension and regrouping of ICD-10 classes into a more user-friendly adaptation for a specific user group. On the WHO-website, the year 2000 is mentioned for the implementation of ICD-10 for morbidity in the Netherlands. It is time to skip that announcement. Since already five years several changes in the opinions of the stakeholders for this use of the ICD were made. There is still some hope that forbearance will not be acquittance. It is expected that new IT-investments will be made available for the development of an all-embracing standard for terminology and classification in the Dutch health care. ICD-10 and ICIDH-2 might be parts of it, but other options are also put forward. 

Surgical Procedures Classification

The existing Surgical Procedures Classification, authorised in 1989, is updated in 2000 (version 2.5) to keep up with technological developments. This version will be implemented in the Netherlands on the first January 2001.
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