
Zoonoses structure, 
from signaling to decision-making

A normal (non-urgent) signal comes into the structure via the Signaling Forum Zoonoses (SO-Z)
Scheme: 
1.	 The Signaling Forum Zoonoses can decide to organize a Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (AO-Z) or a 

Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z) about a signal:
a.	 in case of a Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z) it is a case of scaling-up;
b.	 in case of a Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (AO-Z) it is a case of elaboration.

2.	 Both the Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (AO-Z) as well as the Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z) give 
feedback to the Signaling Forum Zoonoses (SO-Z). A Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z) also informs the 
Director of RIVM-CIb.

3.	 The Director of RIVM-CIb informs the management of Royal GD, the management of WBVR and the chair 
of the advisory group animal diseases. The secretariat of this is run by RIVM-LCI. 

4.	 These parties together:
a.	 inform the sector involved
b.	 advise – together with GGD – the Director of RIVM-CIb about the composition of an Outbreak 

Management Team Zoonoses (OMT-Z).
5.	 The Director of RIVM-CIb can decide to call together an Outbreak Management Team Zoonoses (OMT-Z).
6.	 The Outbreak Management Team Zoonoses (OMT-Z) 

a.	 gives advice to the Administrative Governmental Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (BAO-Z).
b.	 gives feedback to the Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z).

7.	 The Administrative Governmental Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (BAO-Z) 
a.	 gives advice to the ministers involved, who are responsible for decision-making.
b.	 is also given advice by the Vereniging Nederlandse Gemeenten and/or the mayor.
c.	 can also ask advice from the Expert Forum Zoonoses

An urgent signal (a.o. through NVWA/CVO) goes directly to the Director of the RIVM-CIb, from this person the 
process goes as described above (towards an Outbreak Management Team and towards the management of 
Royal GD and WBVR and the chair of the advisory group animal diseases). 

The Signaling Forum Zoonoses (SO-Z) consists of: 
	• Chair: RIVM-Z&O
	• Secretariat: RIVM-Z&O
	• Members:

	- Public health: RIVM-LCI, RIVM-IDS, RIVM-Z&O, RIVM-EPI, GGD and ErasmusMC
	- Animal health: NVWA-NVIC, NVWA-CMV, NVWA-TIE, FD, FD-DWHC, WBVR and Royal GD

	- The Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (AO-Z) is being chaired by RIVM-LCI or RIVM-Z&O, also the 
secretariat is run by one of these two centers. 

The Response Team Zoonoses (RT-Z) consists of: 
	• Chair: Head of RIVM-LCI 
	• Secretariat: RIVM-LCI
	• Members:

	- Public Health: RIVM-LCI, RIVM-IDS, RIVM-Z&O, RIVM-EPI and GGD regional
	- Animal Health: NVWA, WBVR, Royal GD and FD
	- Additional expertise, for example communication

The Outbreak Management Team Zoonoses (OMT-Z) consists of: 
	• Chair: Director RIVM-Clb 
	• Deputy chair: Chair advisory group animal diseases 
	• Secretariat: RIVM-LCI
	• Members:

	- Public health: RIVM-LCI, GGD regional and human experts
	- Animal health: WBVR, Royal GD, FD, NVWA 
	- Other experts

	• NVWA-BuRo is a member of the Expert Forum Zoonoses, but not of the OMT-Z

The Administrative Governmental Coordination Meeting Zoonoses (BAO-Z) consists of: 
	• Chair: VWS-DGV
	• Secretariat: VWS-PG 
	• Fixed members:

	- Public health: Chair OMT-Z, GGD GHOR and IGJ
	- Animal Health: LNV-DG Agro, CVO and NVWA
	- Other sectors: VNG

	• Variable members: 
	- Public health: GGD regional
	- Other sectors: Mayor and Safety Region

	• Advisors from the sector, industry, LTO, KNMvD, Staatsbosbeheer etc. are invited by default at the start of 
the BAO-Z meetings. The invitation policy depends on the type of zoonoses involved. 
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CVO: Chief Veterinary Officer
FD: Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Utrecht University
FD-DWHC: Dutch Wildlife Health Centre
IGJ: Health and Youth Care Inspectorate
GD: Royal GD Animal Health, Deventer
GGD: Municipal Public Health Service
GGD GHOR: Association of GGD's
KNMvD: Royal Dutch Veterinary Association
LTO: Netherlands Agricultural and Horticultural Association

LVVN: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, Food Security 
and Nature
NVWA: Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Authority
NVWA-BuRo: NVWA Office for Risk Assessment & Research
NVWA-NVIC: NVWA Incident and Crisis Centre
NVWA-CMV: NVWA Centre for Monitoring of Vectors
NVWA-TIE: NVWA Team Invasive Exotic Species
RIVM-CIb: RIVM Centre for Infectious Disease Control
RIVM-EPI: RIVM Centre for Epidemiology and Surveillance

RIVM-IDS: RIVM Centre for Research, Diagnostics and 
Laboratory Surveillance
RIVM-LCI: RIVM Coordination Centre for Communicable 
Disease Control
RIVM-Z&O: RIVM Centre for Zoonoses and Environmental 
Microbiology
Staatsbosbeheer: nature reserve management organisation
VNG: Association of Dutch Municipalities
VWS: Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
WBVR: Wageningen Bioveterinary Research, Lelystad
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