
This diagram shows how the cervical cancer screening process works, from invitation to 
results.

The client receives an invitation to participate. If the client participates, she can choose 
between a smear test or a self-test. Both tests are first tested for HPV. If there is no HPV, the 
invitation round is complete. The client receives a new invitation after 5 or 10 years. If there 
is HPV, the cells must be examined in the laboratory. If the client did a self-test, a smear test 
at the GP is required first. The laboratory performs cytology to check for abnormal cells. The 
result of this, together with the type of HPV found, determines the next steps. A NILM result, 
regardless of the HPV type, means a follow-up smear after one year. An ASCUS or LSIL result, 
combined with HPV other, also means a follow-up smear after one year. An ASCUS or LSIL 
result, combined with HPV 16 or HPV 18, means a referral to a gynecologist. HSIL, regardless 
of the HPV type, also means a referral to a gynecologist.

For the follow-up smear, NILM result ends the round. The client will receive a new invitation 
after 5 years. ASCUS, LSIL or HSIL result means a referral to a gynecologist. A referral also 
ends the round of invitations.
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